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Geneva Data Centre Heats 6,000 Homes: Infomaniak Wins the Green
Business Award

Infomaniak Network SA from Les Acacias (GE) has won the Green Business Award in the SME /
Corporates category with its D4 data centre. The fully underground data centre in Geneva uses all
the heat generated by its servers and feeds it into the city’s district heating network. This can heat
up to 6,000 homes in winter. D4 operates without conventional air conditioning or an external
water supply.

This year, the Green Business Award is being presented in two categories for the first time. For
business to become part of the solution, disruptive new technologies from scale-ups alone are not
enough. SMEs and corporates must also transform their existing business models to create impact at
scale. The Green Business Award recognises companies that are pioneering this transformation and
helping to reshape entire industries. This year’s winner in the SME / Corporates category
demonstrates what this can look like in practice by using the heat generated by its servers to supply
heat to the local community.

From Energy Consumer to Energy Supplier

Servers continuously generate heat during operation. In conventional data centres, cooling systems
are required to remove it. D4 instead uses this heat as an energy source for the surrounding area.
Electricity first powers the servers, and the resulting heat is then fed into the district heating
network.

“With D4, digital infrastructure becomes part of the local energy supply. The heat is generated during
operation anyway — Infomaniak makes it useful for the local population. It is a very tangible example
of how an ecological challenge can be transformed into economic and societal value,” says Cédric
Habermacher, Director of Green Business Switzerland.

D4 operates with three closed air and water circuits and therefore requires no external water supply
for cooling. Infomaniak feeds the heat into the district heating network and sells it at cost price for
20 years. According to calculations by the Enterprise for Society Center (E4S), when operating at full
capacity, D4 can avoid 3,600 tonnes of CO, equivalents per year compared with natural gas heating
and 5,500 tonnes compared with wood pellet heating.

The data centre’s complete documentation is available as open source at d4project.org. This enables
other companies and operators to access the concept and apply its technical approaches to
additional data centres.

“D4 addresses a central challenge of digital infrastructure in a compelling way: the heat generated
during operation is fully recovered and fed into a public energy network. At the same time,
Infomaniak makes the concept freely accessible. This combination of ecological impact, economic
benefit and transferability convinced the jury,” says Doris Leuthard, former Federal Councillor and
Chair of the Green Business Award jury.

Infomaniak Wins the Final
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On 3 September, Infomaniak presented the D4 data centre to the main jury chaired by Doris
Leuthard. The company prevailed over BELIMO Automation AG with its data-based optimisation
solution RetroFIT+ and Vogeli AG Marketingproduktion & Druck with its circular printing and
packaging solutions. The award was subsequently presented at the Maillot Vert Summer Party in
Lucerne.

“This award sends a signal that, in the face of the environmental crisis and the Al boom, we need the
courage to take new approaches. It confirms that data centres must not merely consume energy —
they must serve society. D4’s real value lies in its replicability, and this award helps us achieve exactly
that. We have made all the plans publicly available so that others can follow, and we thank everyone
who believed in this necessary transformation,” says Boris Siegenthaler, founder and Chief Strategy
Officer of Infomaniak Network SA.

AgroSustain, OceanSafe and Meteomatics are finalists in the Scale-up category. The winner will be
announced on 12 February 2027 at the Impact Circle Event in Gstaad.

Green Business Award

Since 2019, the Green Business Award has annually recognised the most innovative Swiss companies that combine
ecological impact with economic success. In the first stage of the selection process, around 40 national scouts from
business and academia nominate the best solutions in their industries. An interdisciplinary preliminary jury then selects
the three finalists in each category. These finalists present their solutions in a pitch before the main jury chaired by former
Federal Councillor Doris Leuthard, who selects the winner in each category.

The jury also includes 14 other well-known personalities, including Reto Knutti (ETH Professor of Climate Physics), Michele
Rodoni (CEO of die Mobiliar), Pascal Grieder (CEO of Swiss Post) and business journalist and entrepreneur Patrizia Laeri.
The winner in the SME category will be announced on 3 September 2026 at the Maillot Vert Summer Party in Lucerne,
while the winner in the Scale-up category will be announced on 12 February 2027 at the Impact Circle Event in Gstaad. To
further strengthen the high standards of the selection process, Green Business Switzerland has partnered with the
University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland (FHNW) as a scientific partner since 2024.

Green Business Switzerland

Green Business Switzerland highlights the positive relationship between entrepreneurial success and sustainable action.
Behind this forward-looking collaboration between key players from business and environmental protection are
organisations including Go for Impact, FOEN, economiesuisse, 6bu, the Swiss Environmental Foundation,
Scienceindustries, Swisscleantech, Swissmem, Swiss Textiles and WWF Switzerland.

Partners

Axpo, die Mobiliar, Swiss Post and economiesuisse support the award as partners and as pioneers for sustainability
within their industries.
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