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Press release, Bern, 27 May 2026

Sustainability as a Business Model — 30 Companies Nominated for the
Eighth Green Business Award

From a Geneva-based SME heating 6,000 homes with a data centre to a three-person scale-up from
Sarnen locating methane leaks in real time: 30 companies from a wide range of industries have been
nominated for the eighth Green Business Award, demonstrating that sustainability also pays off
economically. SMEs and scale-ups will, for the first time, be recognised in separate categories.

The Green Business Award is being presented for the eighth time. For the first time, the diversity of
the nominated companies is also reflected in the award structure: the SME category honours
companies that have consistently transformed their existing business model towards climate
protection. The Scale-up category recognises young companies that see sustainability as a business
model from the ground up through new technologies. “If business is truly to become part of the
solution, we need both: the disruptive technologies of scale-ups and the broad reach of established
companies transforming their business models,” says Cédric Habermacher, Director of Green Business
Switzerland.

The Diversity of the Swiss Economy

The breadth of the nominated solutions shows how widely sustainability as a business model has
already spread. Infomaniak Network SA from Geneva feeds waste heat from its data centre into the
district heating network — enough to heat 6,000 homes in winter — thereby creating a new source of
revenue from infrastructure already in operation. JURA Materials AG replaces energy-intensive clinker
in cement with locally sourced Swiss clay: lower emissions, lower import dependency, and lower
production costs. Textilcolor AG increases production capacity with a new soaping agent while
simultaneously reducing CO, emissions by 56%. Among the scale-ups, SensorX Solutions makes
methane leaks visible in real time, helping energy companies avoid costly losses. Novamem AG reduces
electricity costs in the production of green hydrogen with a new membrane technology. “Saving our
planet is not a charitable project, but the business model of the future,” says Doris Leuthard, former
Federal Councillor and Chair of the Green Business Award jury.

The full list of the 30 nominees is available at: https://greenbusinessaward.ch/nominierte/

Jury, Process and Award Ceremony
The selection process for the Green Business Award follows a unique multi-stage procedure. Around
40 partner organisations of the award — including Economiesuisse, Swisscleantech, Swissmem and
WWEF — submit their nominations, after which a preliminary jury selects the three best solutions per
category. The finalists present their solutions in a pitch before the main jury chaired by Doris Leuthard.
The winners will be announced at two events:

- SME category: 3 September 2026, Maillot Vert Summer Party, Lucerne

- Scale-up category: 12 February 2027, Impact Circle Event, Gstaad


https://greenbusinessaward.ch/nominierte/
https://greenbusinessaward.ch/jury/
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Overview of the Nominees (alphabetical order)

SME Category:
Company Solution Short description
Location
Bathco AG Circular-Economy Bathco AG’s circular economy model combines

Zurich (ZH)

Partner — Circular
Solutions for Aluminium
Production

technology and process engineering to return
by-products from aluminium production back
into the production cycle. This saves raw
materials, reduces waste, and lowers energy
consumption and emissions.

BELIMO Holding AG

Hinwil (ZH)

RetroFIT+ — Data-Based
Optimisation of Heating,
Ventilation and Air
Conditioning Systems

RetroFIT+ from BELIMO Holding AG improves
the operation of existing building systems using
data. Energy consumption is significantly
reduced without installing new systems. This
lowers emissions and enables more efficient
use of buildings.

Girsberger AG

Thunstetten (BE)

Girsberger
Remanufacturing —
Furniture Refurbishment

Girsberger Remanufacturing by Girsberger AG
takes back used furniture, refurbishes it
industrially and returns it to use. This extends
product lifespans and reduces material
consumption and waste.

Hilding Anders
Switzerland AG

Schénis (5G)

happy second life —
Refurbishment of
Returned Mattresses

Hilding Anders Switzerland AG systematically
refurbishes returned mattresses and returns
materials to the circular economy. This avoids
waste and significantly reduces the use of new
raw materials.

Hotel Schweizerhof
Zirich

Zurich (ZH)

Sustainability Strategy —
Resource Efficiency in
Hotel Operations

Hotel Schweizerhof Zirich integrates
sustainability into its daily operations. Energy,
water and materials are specifically reduced,
lowering emissions while maintaining guest
comfort and quality.

Infomaniak Network
SA

Les Acacias (GE)

D4 — Energy-Efficient
Data Centre with Heat
Recovery

Infomaniak Network SA’s D4 in Geneva is a fully
underground data centre. It uses 100% of the
heat generated and feeds it into the city’s
district heating network. This heats up to 6,000
households — without conventional cooling and
without energy loss.

JURA Materials

Aarau (AG)

Calterra — Low-CO,
Cement Line Using Local
Clay

Calterra by JURA Materials replaces emission-
intensive cement components with Swiss clay.
This significantly reduces CO, emissions in
concrete construction while remaining broadly
applicable and reducing dependence on
imported raw materials.



https://bathco.ch/
https://www.belimo.com/at/de_CH/
https://girsberger.com/de/
https://www.hildinganders.com/
https://www.hildinganders.com/
https://www.hotelschweizerhof.com/
https://www.hotelschweizerhof.com/
https://www.infomaniak.com/de
https://www.infomaniak.com/de
https://www.juramaterials.ch/
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Liveo Research AG

Recyclable and Low-CO,
Blister Packaging

Liveo Research AG develops blister packaging
using less material and generating lower CO,

Basel (BS) emissions while remaining fully recyclable. This
makes pharmaceutical packaging more
resource-efficient and environmentally friendly.

Lonza AG Solvent Recycling in At its Visp site, Lonza reprocesses used solvents

Production and feeds them back into the production cycle.

Basel (BS) This reduces the need for new raw materials

and lowers CO, emissions through repeated use
of existing resources.

Rigi Bahnen AG

Sustainable Integrated
Mountain Railway and

Rigi Bahnen AG combines mobility, energy,
nature and regional value creation in an

Arth (52) Tourism Model integrated model. This enables climate-friendly
access to Mount Rigi, protects natural areas and
strengthens the region.

SGS SA “Value to Society” and SGS SA makes environmental and social impacts

“IMPACT NOW” — measurable. “Value to Society” assesses them

Baar (ZG) Measurable in monetary terms, while “IMPACT NOW”

Sustainability for translates the data into practical applications.
Businesses Companies can reduce emissions and use
resources more effectively.

Swisscom Data Driven Swisscom (Switzerland) AG supports companies

(Switzerland) AG Sustainability — in selecting and implementing software for CO,

Worblaufen (BE)

Data-Based CO; and ESG
Management for
Businesses

and sustainability management. With GreenOne
for SMEs and Sweep for larger companies,
emissions are recorded, analysed and concrete
reduction measures identified.

Textilcolor AG

Sevelen (SG)

LAVAN ESA - For
Resource-Efficient
Textile Processes

LAVAN ESA from Textilcolor AG is a soaping
agent for reactive dyeing and printing. It
shortens dyeing processes and reduces the use
of water, energy and time. CO, emissions are
reduced by 56%, while systems become
available again more quickly for production.

UCB Farchim SA

Decarbonised
Pharmaceutical

UCB Farchim SA integrates climate and water
efficiency into pharmaceutical production in

Bulle (FR) Production as a Business | Bulle. Since 2019, CO, emissions have fallen by
Model 33% and water consumption by 15%,
conserving resources and securing long-term
production.
Végeli AG Cradle to Cradle Vogeli AG produces printed materials and

Marketingproduktion

& Druck

Langnau im
Emmental (BE)

Certified® — Printing and
Packaging Solutions

packaging in Langnau according to the Cradle to
Cradle Certified® principle, in which materials
remain in circulation and problematic
substances are consistently avoided. Production
takes place without direct CO, emissions.



https://www.liveoresearch.com/en/
https://www.lonza.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=sv-bio-tli-0624-tli-gs-exp-tech-search&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=lonza%20gsquad&utm_content=!acq!v3!159152617170_kwd-2318128674665__704029388372_g_c__&utm_campaign=SV-BIO-TLI-PBA-0724-Search-Prospecting-Licensing-Mammalian-Awareness&source=paid-google-via-lonza-site&_gl=1*twqqcc*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=CjwKCAjwwpDQBhAuEiwAa-4Wo4Ah-vMJjKkMqU08JzcbSP73VMWhF0If7UQdvzOlKlimpIlxvTLPFRoCKHgQAvD_BwE&gbraid=0AAAAACpJQZcNFhiPK275TMWB3IiltH2K5
https://www.rigi.ch/
https://www.sgs.com/de-ch
https://www.swisscom.ch/de/about.html
https://www.swisscom.ch/de/about.html
https://www.textilcolor.ch/de/
https://ucbsuisse.ch/de
https://www.voegeli.ch/de/
https://www.voegeli.ch/de/
https://www.voegeli.ch/de/
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Scale-up Category:

Unternehmen
Standort

Lésung

Kurzbeschrieb

AgroSustain SA

Afondo — Edible Coating
for Fresh Products

With Afondo, AgroSustain has developed an
edible coating for fresh products that protects

Technologies SA

Battery Storage for
Households, Apartment

Renens (VD) surfaces and extends shelf life. This reduces food
waste along the supply chain and enables more
efficient transport organisation.

Evolium Modular Second-Life Evolium Technologies SA develops modular

energy storage systems using second-life
batteries for households, apartment buildings

Yverdon-les-Bains
(VD)

Cooling Networks

Sion (VS) Buildings and SMEs and SMEs. The systems remain repairable and
maintain capacity throughout their lifespan,
extending battery use and reducing CO,
emissions by up to 80%.

ExerGo CO,-Based Heating and ExerGo uses CO; in closed-loop systems to heat

and cool buildings. Through phase change, CO,
transports more energy than water. The system
taps into local energy sources such as waste
heat or bodies of water and supports building
decarbonisation.

GRZ Technologies

SA

UPSOM — Methanation
Reactor for Power-to-
Gas

GRZ Technologies SA uses UPSOM to convert
CO; and green hydrogen into synthetic methane.
The gas is fed directly into the existing network.

Avenches (VD) With an efficiency of 99.5%, UPSOM makes
renewable energy storable and replaces fossil
natural gas.

Hydroliq AG Disinfection Solutions Hydroliq AG produces disinfection solutions

Based on HOCI based on hypochlorous acid (HOCI), made from

Lucerne (LU) water and table salt. The solutions are broadly
effective and avoid hazardous chemicals,
resulting in no harmful residues and lower
environmental impact.

KLARK AG Concrete with KLARK develops concrete containing biochar

Permanent CO, Storage from regional plant residues, permanently

Landquart (GR) binding CO, within the material. The material

can be used without adapting existing processes,
turning concrete into a carbon sink and
contributing to climate protection and the
circular economy.

Meteomatics

St. Gallen (SG)

EURO1k — European
Weather Model for
Precise Forecasting

Meteomatics models weather at a 1 km
resolution with EURO1k and can identify
localised phenomena such as thunderstorms or
hail up to 72 hours in advance. This improves
forecasting and helps detect risks early.



https://www.agrosustain.ch/
https://www.evolium.ch/
https://www.evolium.ch/
https://exergo.com/de/startseite/
https://www.grz-technologies.com/
https://www.grz-technologies.com/
https://hydroliq.com/
https://www.klark.swiss/
https://www.meteomatics.com/

GREEN

BUSINESS

AWARD

NIKIN AG

Aarau (AG)

Circular Fashion with
Take-Back System

NIKIN develops clothing designed for recycling or
safe biological decomposition. Through “Circular
Cashback”, customers receive money back when
returning products. This keeps materials in
circulation and reduces textile waste.

Novamem AG

Schlieren (ZH)

Mythen Membrane for
More Efficient Green
Hydrogen

Less resistance, greater efficiency: Novamem’s
Mythen membrane separates hydrogen and
oxygen in electrolysers. Electrical resistance is
reduced by a factor of 3.4, while efficiency
increases by 3—5%. This lowers electricity
demand and reduces costs.

OceanSafe

Bern (BE)

naNea® — Biodegradable
and Recyclable High-
Performance Materials

With naNea®, OceanSafe has launched a
material that is biodegradable while remaining
recyclable. It contains no critical additives and
can be integrated into existing production
processes, creating textiles with less microplastic
pollution and lower emissions.

Panatere SA

Saignelégier (JU)

Stainless Steel and
Special Alloys from
Industrial Scrap and Solar
Energy

Panatere SA processes industrial scrap into high-
quality stainless steel and special alloys. The
scrap is sorted by alloy and melted using
concentrated solar energy, generating 165 times
fewer CO, emissions while securing the supply
of special alloys.

rezonanz AG

Zurich (ZH)

Platform for Measuring
Investment Stewardship

How strongly do investors influence companies?
rezonanz provides a measurable answer. The
platform records voting rights and engagement
activities and makes them comparable. This
enables capital to be directed more strategically
towards climate and sustainability issues.

SensorX Solutions

AG

Sarnen (OW)

FluX Multi — Multimodal
Methane Monitoring

FluX Multi detects methane emissions at the
source. SensorX Solutions AG measures, locates
and quantifies leaks in real time — via drones,
vehicles or stationary systems. This accelerates
remediation and reduces climate-damaging
emissions.

upVolt GmbH Second-Life Batteries as | At upVolt in Basel, used batteries are given a
Home Energy Storage second life. The company turns them into home
Basel (BS) Solutions storage systems for solar installations — without
new cells. Each installation saves raw materials
and avoids around 15.8 tonnes of CO,.
Yeastup AG Ingredients from By- At Yeastup AG in Brugg, surplus yeast from beer
Products of Beer production becomes the basis for new food
Brugg (AG) Production ingredients. Proteins and dietary fibres are

produced with around 74% lower CO, emissions
compared to pea protein.



https://nikin.ch/
https://novamem.com/
https://www.oceansafe.co/
https://www.panatere.com/
https://www.rezonanz.io/
https://www.sensorxsolutions.com/
https://www.sensorxsolutions.com/
https://upvolt.ch/
https://www.yeastup.com/
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Green Business Award

Since 2019, the Green Business Award has annually recognised the most innovative Swiss companies that combine
ecological impact with economic success. In the first stage of the selection process, around 40 national scouts from
business and academia nominate the best solutions in their industries. An interdisciplinary preliminary jury then selects
the three finalists in each category. These finalists present their solutions in a pitch before the main jury chaired by former
Federal Councillor Doris Leuthard, who selects the winner in each category.

The jury also includes 14 other well-known personalities, including Reto Knutti (ETH Professor of Climate Physics), Michele
Rodoni (CEO of die Mobiliar) and business journalist and entrepreneur Patrizia Laeri.

The winner in the SME category will be announced on 3 September 2026 at the Maillot Vert Summer Party in Lucerne,
while the winner in the Scale-up category will be announced on 12 February 2027 at the Impact Circle Event in Gstaad.
To further strengthen the high standards of the selection process, Green Business Switzerland has partnered with the
University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland (FHNW) as a scientific partner since 2024.

Green Business Switzerland

Green Business Switzerland highlights the positive relationship between entrepreneurial success and sustainable action.
Behind this forward-looking collaboration between key players from business and environmental protection are
organisations including Go for Impact, FOEN, Economiesuisse, ©bu, the Swiss Environmental Foundation,
Scienceindustries, Swisscleantech, Swissmem, Swiss Textiles and WWF Switzerland.

Partners

Axpo, die Mobiliar, Swiss Post and Economiesuisse support the award as partners and as pioneers for sustainability
within their industries.

Further information on the “Green Business Award”

Media Contact

Sara Gutierrez-Osmani
communication@greenbusiness.ch
Tel: +41 44 254 66 00



https://greenbusinessaward.ch/
mailto:communication@greenbusiness.ch

